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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to the application filed on 3/28/ 2006. Claims 1-12 are pending. 

Claims 1-12 directed to a method of playing a multimedia content transmitted by a third- 
party on a user device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date 
of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cohn et al. 
(hereinafter "Conn") (US 6,317,791 B1). 

Cohn discloses the invention as claimed including a method of playing a multimedia 
content transmitted by a third-party on a user device (see abstract). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Cohn discloses a user device comprising: 

- means for communicating via a network (Cohn, column 3, lines 62-63, remote 
processing devices are linked through a communication network), 

- means for booting (Cohn, column 5, lines 22-26, a basic input/output system helps 
transferring information during start- up ), 

- means for implementing, during said booting, a protocol for transmitting a multimedia 
content by a third-party device to said user device via said network (Cohn, column 5, 
lines 22-25, a basic input/output system contains basic routines that help transferring 
information between elements within the personal computer during start- up). 

- means for playing, during said booting, a multimedia content transmitted by said third- 
party device (Cohn, column 7, lines 42-46, data containing an advertisement is selected, 
active, upon detection of idle period, start-up time ). 

Regarding claim 2, Cohn discloses a user device as claimed in claim 1 comprising a 
memory for storing a multimedia content, wherein: a) said protocol-implementing means 
comprise: 

- means for transmitting a first request asking whether said third-party device has a 
multimedia content to download to said user device (Cohn, column 6, lines 50-60, a 
mechanism for transmitting a request to the host server is described ), 
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- means for receiving a response to said first request (Conn, column 6, lines 50-54, a 
communication system makes it possible for a browsing device to contact a remote 
server), 

- means for sending a second request, depending at least on said response, said 
second request asking for the download of a multimedia content (Cohn, column 6, lines 
50-60, a communication system make it possible for a browsing device to contact a 
remote server in order to play the data according to predefined conventions), 

- means for receiving the downloaded multimedia content (Cohn, column 6, lines 1-5, a 
browser program is- implemented to cause a graphical user interface to be displayed on 
a monitor ), 

- means for storing the received content in said memory (Cohn, column 5, lines 26-39, 
storage systems that store a media content are disclosed), 

and b) said playing means are designed to play a multimedia content stored in said 
memory prior to said downloading (Cohn, column 5, lines 14-25, a system is disclosed 
that can read, play, a media content before downloading it), 

Regarding claim 3, Cohn discloses a user device as claimed in claim 1 wherein: 

a) said protocol-implementing means comprise: means for transmitting a request 
asking for the streaming of a multimedia content (Cohn, column 6, lines 50-60, a 
mechanism for transmitting a request to the host server is described ), 
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and - means for receiving a multimedia content streamed by said third-party device in 
response to said request (Conn, column 6, lines 1-5, a browser program is implemented 
to cause a graphical user interface to be displayed on a monitor ), 

and b) said playing means are designed to play the streamed multimedia content as it is 
received (Conn, column 8, lines 2-9, a browsing device event interacts with a user 
interface of the browsing device to display the media content). 

Regarding claim 4, Cohn discloses a user device as claimed in claim 3 comprising 
means for stopping playing when said booting is finished (Cohn, column 8, lines 5-9, a 
browsing device will stop loading at the end of the booting process). 

Regarding claim 5, Cohn discloses a method of playing a content on a user device 
having means for communicating via a network, said method comprising the steps of: 

- booting said user device (Cohn, column 8, lines 37-38, a start-up device is described), 

- implementing, during said booting, a protocol for transmitting a multimedia content by 
a third-party device to said user device via said network (Cohn, column 5, lines 22-25, a 
basic input/output system contains basic routines that help transferring information 
between elements within the personal computer during start- up), 
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playing, during said booting, a multimedia content transmitted by said third-party device 
(Cohn, column 5, lines 14-25, a system is disclosed that can read, play, a media content 
before downloading it), 

Regarding claim 6, Cohn discloses a method as claimed in claim 5 of playing a 
multimedia content on a user device which comprises a memory for storing a 
multimedia content, wherein: a) said protocol-implementing step comprises: 

- transmitting a first request from said user device, said first request asking whether said 
third-party device has a multimedia content to download to said user device (Cohn, 
column 6, lines 50-60, a mechanism for transmitting a request to the host server is 
described ), 

- transmitting a response to said user device, at least if said third-party device has a 
multimedia content to download (Cohn, column 6, lines 50-60, a communication system 
that allows a user device to contact a remote server in order to play the data according 
to predefined conventions is disclosed ), 

- transmitting a second request from said user device depending at least on said 
response, said second request asking for the download of said multimedia content 
(Cohn, column 6, lines 50-54, a communication system makes it possible to a user 
device to contact a remote server), 

- downloading said multimedia content from said third-party device to said user device 
(Cohn, column 6, lines 1-5, a browser program is implemented to cause a graphical 
user interface to be displayed on a monitor ), 
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- storing the downloaded multimedia content in said memory (Cohn, column 5, lines 26- 
39, storage systems that store media content are disclosed ), 

and b) said playing step comprises playing a multimedia content stored in said memory 
prior to said downloading (Cohn, column 5, lines 14-25, a system is disclosed that can 
read, play, a media content before downloading it), 

Regarding claim 7, Cohn discloses a method as claimed in claim 5 of playing a 
multimedia content on a user device, wherein: a) said protocol-implementation step 
comprises: transmitting a request from said user device, said request asking for the 
streaming of a multimedia content (Cohn, column 6, lines 50-60, a mechanism for 
transmitting a request to the host server is described), 

- streaming a multimedia content from said third-party device to said user device in 
response to said request (Cohn, column 6, lines 1-5, a browser program is implemented 
to cause a graphical user interface to be displayed on a monitor ), 

and b) said playing step comprises playing the streamed multimedia content on said 
user device, as it is received (Cohn, column 8, lines 2-9, a browsing device event 
interacts with a user interface of the browsing device to display the media content). 
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Regarding claim 8, Cohn discloses a method of playing a multimedia content as claimed 
in claim 5, wherein said multimedia content is customized by said third-party (Cohn, 
column 7, lines 53-55, the most appropriate advertisement is selected). 

Regarding claim 9, Cohn discloses a method of playing a multimedia content as claimed 
in claim 5, wherein said multimedia content is compressed (Cohn, column 4, lines 45- 
46, an application -specific Integrated Circuit is coupled to a video encoder). 

Regarding claim 10, Cohn discloses a third-party device having means for 
communicating via a network and means for implementing a protocol for transmitting a 
multimedia content to a user device via said network, said protocol-implementing means 
comprising: means for receiving a first request sent by said user device, said first 
request asking whether said third-party device has a multimedia content to download to 
said user device (Cohn, column 6, lines 50-60, a mechanism for transmitting a request 
to the host server is described ), 

means for transmitting a response to said user device, at least if said third-party device 
has a multimedia content to download to said user device (Cohn, column 6, lines 50-54, 
a communication system that allows a user device to contact a remote server is 
disclosed ), 

means for receiving a second request sent by said user device, said second request 
asking for the download of a multimedia content (Cohn, column 6? lines 50-60, a 
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communication system that allows a user device to contact a remote server in order to 
play the data according to predefined conventions is disclosed). 

means for downloading a multimedia content to said user device upon reception of said 
second request (Cohn, column 8, lines 2-9, a browsing device event interacts with a 
user interface of the browsing device to display the media content). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Cohn discloses a system comprising at least a user device, a third- 
party device and a network, wherein said user device and said third-party device 
comprise means for communicating via said network, and means for implementing a 
protocol for transmitting a multimedia content by said third-party device to said user 
device, said user device further comprising: means for booting (Cohn, column 8, lines 
37-38, a start-up device is described), 

means for initiating implementation of said protocol during said booting (Cohn, column 
5, lines 22-25, a basic input/output system contains basic routines that help 
transferring information between elements within the personal computer during start- 
up), 

and means for playing, during said booting, a multimedia content transmitted by said 
third-party device (Cohn, column 7, lines 42-46, data containing an advertisement is 
selected, active, upon detection of idle period, start-up time ). 
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Regarding claim 12, Cohn discloses a program comprising instructions for implementing 
a method as claimed in claim 5, when executed by a microprocessor of a user device 
(Gohn, column 3, lines 56-63, a system with a microprocessor and a hand-held device 
is disclosed). 

5. The prior arts made of record and not relied upon are considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Burke (US 6,819, 340 B2) is made part of the record because of 
the teaching of QuickLaunch Bar display, Lucovsky et al. (US 6,836,794 B1 ) is made 
part of the record because of start menu. Liao et al. (US 7,245,926 B2) is made part of 
the record because of download service. Gatto et al. (US 7,297,062 B2) is made part of 
the record because of gaming services. Kuriyama (US 7,152,091 B2) is made part of 
the record because of the teaching of downloading. Cook (US 7,197,038 B1) is made 
part of the record because of the teaching of Quality of service. 



Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be 
directed to Marie Georges Henry whose telephone number is (571) 270-3226. The 

examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 7:30am - 4:00pm. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Saleh 
Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding 
the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
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Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the 
PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MH 2/8/2008 
Marie Georges A. Henry 
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